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Higher Education in Palestine;  
Performance and Priority Needs 



ÁUnique. MoEHE has been built from scratch 
with limited resources
ÁRich.Eagerness of Palestinians for higher 

education
ÁChallenging.No independent state 

(Palestine is still under occupation)
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Fairly new
- 1950s. only two - years  community colleges, 

(West Bank was part of the HKJ & Gaza 
with Egypt).

- 1971. witnessedthe birth of the first 
Palestinian University  (ÕÎÄÅÒ ÏÃÃÕÐÁÔÉÏÎ Ɋȟ ȣ

to
* Provide opportunity of higher education 
at home
* Part of national collective effort to 
preserve identity 
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ÁConventional Universities 13
ÁOpen University 1
ÁUniversity Colleges 18
ÁCommunity colleges 17

Total 49
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Year West  Bank Gaza Strip TOTAL 
2000      2,012,000 1,138,000 3,130,000
2005      2,514,000         1,472,000 3,986,000
2010      3,067,000 1,871,000 4,038,000
2015 3,517,000 2,241,000 5,758,000
2020      3,962,000 2,618,000 6,580,000
2025 4,409,000 2,993,000 7,402,000
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TotalVocational StreamScientific StreamLiterary Stream

Year TotalGazaWBTotalGazaWBTotalGazaWBTotalGazaWB
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Stream Year Pass 50 - <55 55 - < 60 60 - < 65 65 - < 70 70 - < 75 75 - < 80 80 - < 85 85 - < 90 90 - < 95 95 - < 100

Scientific

2009 12972 42 294 669 1020 1375 1708 2067 2264 2303 1208

2010 13535 85 411 797 1159 1520 1842 2072 2212 2176 1261

Literary

2009 27745 2405 3414 3920 3976 3654 3331 2945 2287 1418 395

2010 34602 6474 5543 4803 4120 3628 3220 2651 2231 1497 435

Vocational

2009 2275 32 161 302 417 413 368 293 185 92 11

2010 2810 82 233 333 450 467 445 365 235 162 38
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Quantitative
Enrolment
40,000(1993/1994) increased to 190,000(2009/2010) (~ 4.8 times)

Graduates
2,500(1994/19954 increased to  19,000(2009/2010)   (~7.6 times)

Qualitative (proportion of graduates finding Jobs)
labor participation (Employment 2005) 

89.0% University degrees (B Sc, M Sc, & Ph D)

76.9% Two year college diploma

76.5% Vocational degrees
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Quantitative indicators show that in Palestine,  
significant advances in expanding HE sector was 
achieved. This could be due to:
ÁMarket-oriented HE development policies
ÁHigh demographic growth rate
ÁHEIs admission policies
ÁCap on student fees
ÁDeclining employment possibilities for  

non-degree holders.
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ÁExisting capacity does not satisfy the growing 
demand

ÁThe increase in higher education enrolment fees
ÁThe influence of labor market demand on 

program creation
Á Inadequate infrastructure and equipment in HEIs
Á Insufficient number of qualified academic staff
Á Intra-Palestine academic personnel mobility 

restrictions due to Israeli occupation
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